
Shelter petséheads and tails above the rest! 
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of animals through 

education and a humane, 

pro-active animal 

services program.  We 

are committed to 

preventing the suffering 

of animals and to ending 

pet overpopulation. 

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter.  We 

offer animals for 

adoption and provide 

animal services to Lake 

Elsinore, Canyon Lake, 

Murrieta, and Temecula.  

We are a nonprofit  

501(c)(3) organization. 
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$25,000 in Spay/Neuter Vouchers 
Given to Area Residents in February  

 
AFV gave out another $25,000 in spay/neuter 
vouchers to area residents in February. The 
vouchers paid $100 for dog spay/neuters and 
$50 for cat spay/neuters. Vouchers for 230 
dogs and 40 cats were given to residents of 
Lake Elsinore, Wildomar, Canyon Lake, 
Murrieta and Temecula. This was the fifth 
voucher program AFV has sponsored in the 
past year and a half, bringing the total to 
$94,950 (including $10,000 donated by 
Riverside County Supervisor Bob Buster). 
 
Pet overpopulation continues to be the 
number one issue facing our pets and it 
results in the deaths of millions of perfectly 
healthy dogs and cats every year because 
there are not enough homes for all the 
animals born. If your animal still needs to be 
spayed or neutered, call the shelter for low 
cost spay/neuter information. 
 
We thank all the veterinarians who have 
partnered with us during our voucher 
programs and we thank everybody who has  
contributed to our spay/neuter program. Letôs 
continue working together to end pet 
overpopulation! 

New Shelter Expected  
To Open in September  

By Kristine Anderson, President 
AFV Board of Directors 

 

Construction progress on the new animal 
shelter has been truly amazing! In only six 
more months the new shelter will be up and 
running (barring no more surprises). The 
request for proposal should be coming out 
soon and the JPA will select an operator for 
the facility. 
 
Excitement is in the air with supporters, 
volunteers, employees and donors wondering 
when they can take a tour.  
 
The goal for all of these years has been to 
build a state-of-the-art-shelter providing both 
the animals and shelter employees with a 
much improved and comfortable environ-
ment.  Thank you all for making it happen! 

Foreé 
The Animals  
Golf Tourney  

Friday, April 16  
 

See enclosed 
flyer for 

information and 
registration 

form.  
 

2011 Calendar Contest  
 
Itôs not too early to start thinking about the 2011 
calendar contest! Entry forms will be available 
soon on our website or pick them up at the shelter, 
administrative office or our off site adoption shows.  
The deadline this year will be June 30. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will YOUR pet be the next cover winner? 

 Donôt Forget to Buy a Brick! 

 
With the new shelter projected to open this fall,  
donôt forget to purchase your personalized brick! 
 
For $50 you can purchase a brick that will leave a 
lasting legacy to a friend, relative or beloved pet. 
Bricks will be inscribed with their names or any 
message you designate (three lines of up to 
twenty characters.) 
 
Forms are available on our website, at the shelter 
and our administrative office and our Saturday  
adoption shows at the Temecula PETCO. 



WISH LIST 
 

CANNED dog, cat, kitten & puppy food  
Bleach  

Used blankets  
Dish soap  

HE (High Efficiency) laundry soap  
PA system  

 
 

 Message from our Executive Director  

D ear Animal Friends, 
 
What an exciting year 2010 is going to be with 
the new shelter expected to be completed in 
the fall. We are very hopeful that AFV will be 
awarded the operating contract. AFV already 
provides the highest quality, lowest cost animal 
control services in all of southwest Riverside 
County (30% less than the typical 
government -run animal services program).  
 
What a busy year 2009 was! I am very proud 
of what our staff, board of directors and  
volunteers accomplished in 2009. The 
numbers tell our story!  We  continued our mission by:  
 

Placing 543 animals (that were ultimately adopted) in AFV foster 
homes  

Vaccinating 2,987 animals at our monthly low cost vaccination 
clinics 

Transporting 1,999 animals for spaying/neutering, preventing 
thousands of unwanted litters 

Offering $37,450 in spay/neuter vouchers to the public 

Expanding our Senior Pet Day program, enjoyed by both the 

senior citizens and the animals, to include Cherry Hills Club in 
Sun City.    

Caring for 10,443 animals in the shelter   

Answering 21,879 calls and driving 119,554 miles to answer 

animal service calls 

Creating a dynamic volunteer program, through which 486 

volunteers donated 16,676 hours   

Providing humane euthanasia for pets, both at the shelter and in 

private homes, at the request of owners because of health and/
or behavior problems 

Providing humane education classes to 6,445 children and 429 
adults   

Being awarded the animal control/sheltering contract for the city 
of Wildomar 

Holding 60 potentially dangerous dog and public nuisance 
hearings within the cities we serve  

 
In 2009, AFV was voted ñNon-profit of the Yearò by the Lake Elsinore 
Chamber of Commerce, and we have been nominated for ñCommunity 
Service/Non Profit of the Year for 2010ò by the Wildomar Chamber of 
Commerce. We are very proud of these recognitions.  We are now into 
our 22nd year and will continue to work for and on behalf of the animals by 
planning for the future and continuing to expand our services.   
 
The support that the public and our donors have shown over the years is 
heartwarming. Our supporters are our strength and, as partners in the 
community, make it possible for AFV to offer expanded and affordable 
services to our residents, giving taxpayers the best service for their 
dollars.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Willa Bagwell, Executive Director 
 
 
  
 
 

No More Life on the Streets  
For Hummer  

   
 
 

  

Last June, my fiance Ray and I took in a stray dog off the 
street. He is a full grown German shepherd mix, about 1 
year old.  We had seen this poor dog roaming around our 
neighborhood for well over a month, but every time we 
tried to get near him he would run away. We're pretty 
sure that his last owners dumped him nearby and drove 
off, so he had been hanging around our area, probably 
waiting for his family to return. 
 
One day while he passed by our house, he discovered 
cat food that we had put out for the neighborhood 
cats. After finding this food source, he kept coming 
around day by day to eat the cat food. At first he wouldn't 
let ANYONE touch him, he was very scared of people; 
but after a few weeks of me feeding and talking to him, 
he finally let me pet him. Once I gained his trust, I was 
able to bring him into our home and he has been with us 
ever since. My mom suggested that we name him 
ñHummerò, because he reminded her of a "big Hummer 
truck". The name fits him perfectly. 
 
Last week, my fiance Ray took Hummer to get his 
vaccinations and license at the (low cost vaccination 
clinic) at Lake Elsinore City Park, a wonderful program 
sponsored by Animal Friends of the Valleys. Once they 
arrived, the staff instantly recognized Hummer as "the 
dog they had been trying to catchò. They told Ray that 
Hummer had evaded them for over two months. As hard 
as they tried to catch him, he always got away. 
 
I'm happy to inform everyone (who may remember 
seeing him roaming around) that Hummer is very well 
taken care of and spoiled rotten. He loves meeting new 
people and dogs 
alike. Hummer is now a 
registered service dog and, 
although he is still in the 
'training process', we take 
him everywhere we go to 
help socialize him with 
large crowds.  He's so well 
behaved, you would never 
know that he was once a 
frightened stray. Hummer is 
a wonderful addition to our 
family, and we love him 
very much!  We are so very 
glad that we found him, (or 
did he find us?) 

Mia Elliott and Ray Noriega, Lake Elsinore 


